
- 

Wes Dempsey and Gerry Ingco, Co-chairs 

CARIBOU TRAIL 
UPPER NORTH FORK 
FEATHER RIVER 

May 27 
Sunday 

Meet at Chico Park & Ride west parking lot (Hwy 
32/99) at 8:30 am with lunch, drink, and walking gear 
for one of our best flower outings. Hike an easy, 3-mile 
(roundtrip) trail starting at the historic Caribou power- 
house and closely following the Feather River. This is 
one of the few places we see white lady slippers, or- 
ange epipactis orchids, and native azaleas all together 
along with leopard lilies, pink draperia, and many oth- 
ers. Return to Chico about 5 pm. Call leader 
for alternate meeting place. Leader: Majorie McNairn 
530-343-2397 


VOLUNTEERS NEEDED 
CHEATGRASS AT LASSEN 

June 16, Saturday 

Field work party to eridicate invasive cheatgrass. 
See page 11 . and sign-up now. 

Contact Invasive Plant Chair, 

Susan Mason 530-892-3406 


DEER CREEK FALLS 
AND FISH LADDER 

June 24 
Sunday 

Meet 9 am at west lot Chico Park & Ride (Hwy 32/99) 
with lunch, water, hiking gear, sun/insect protection, and 
money for ride sharing. The easy trail closely follows the 
creek immediately below towering cliffs through Doug- 
las fir and ponderosa pine forest for about 1.5 miles. 
An opening at a serpentine ridge gives us a chance to 
see mountain mahogany, twining brodiaea, and others. 
Lunch at the falls is a delight with fuchsia, Sierra mint, 
and monkey flowers. Adjacent to the roaring falls is an in- 
teresting fish ladder and tunnel. Return by the same trail. 
Call for alternate meeting place. Leaders: Wes Dempsey 
530-342-2293 and Gerry Ingco 530-893-5123. 



Thornes Gorge Trail, April 1 5, 201 2 Photo by Woody Elliott 


VALLEY CREEK SIA 
PLUMAS NATIONAL FOREST 

June 30 
Saturday 

Meet at west lot of Chico Park & Ride (Hwy 32/99) at 8:30 
am. Take a lunch, water, sun/insect protection, hiking 
shoes, and money for ride sharing. Join us for a guided 
tour lead by Forest Service botanist, Chris Christofferson. 
In the headwaters of the South Fork of the Feather River, 
near the historic Gold Rush town of La Porte. 2.5 mile 
easy hike leads into a park-like ravine among giant old 
growth conifers with a rich understory of native herba- 
ceous plants and shrubs The stand of virgin timber has 
been spared from extensive timber harvesting. Call for alter- 
nate meeting place. Leader: Gerry Ingco 530-893-5123. 

JOHN COPELAND 
MEMORIAL MEADOW SLOSH 
JONESVILLE 

July 7 
Saturday 

Meet at 9 am at west lot Chico Park & Ride (Hwy 99/32) with 
lunch, water, hiking gear, sun/insect protection and money 
for ride sharing. Be prepared to get your feet wet! We will 
admire the historic Jonesville stagecoach inn and barn fol- 
lowed by sloshing through a couple of nearby meadows 
replete with great plants. Call for alternate meeting place. 
Leader: Janna Lathrop 530-636-4547 


. . . more SUMMER FIELD TRIPS on pages 8. and 9. 
and RPTH on pages 7. and 15. 
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Executive 
Board Meeting 



SUMMER BREAK 

Until August 15, 2012 



Wednesday 7:00 pm 



Cindy Weiner’s 530-342-7645 






President’s Message 

by Paul L. Moore 
Chapter President 

S ummer has arrived and I want to invite you to attend the 
annual summer picnic of the Mount Lassen Chapter. It is 
always fun and relaxed and this year will be held on Sunday, June 
10 at Merlo Park in Stirling City. Most of us have driven through 
Stirling City but few, I suspect, have stopped at the park. This is a 
fun opportunity to see more of our region. 

There are a couple of issues the chapter is working on which 
should be of interest. First, we are participating in a campaign 
to eliminate or at least reduce the sale of broom plants, such as 
Scotch Broom, in the County. As many of you know, members 
of the chapter and many other environmentally oriented groups, 
have been seeking to eradicate these plants in the wild for years 
because of their extreme invasive character. It is likely to be a 
long but important process, (page 12.) 

The second project has to do with Brady’s Camp proposed bo- 
tanical Special Interest Area, which is located near Quincy. We 
are joining with the State CNPS to encourage a serious review of 
the consequences of adding off-highway-vehicle trails in this area 
to protect a number of rare specimens native to the area. We will 
keep you posted about this as well, (page 10.) 

More locally, we continue to make progress on such projects as 
the updating of interpretive signs along the Yahi Trail in Bidwell 
Park. And the recent Native Plant Sale was quite successful as 
many of our neighbors took advantage of this opportunity. There 
will be lots of wonderful field trips this summer. Since the Pipevine 
will not be published for a couple of months after June, be sure to 
check our website and facebook page to keep up with the won- 
derful hiking opportunities available (mountlassen.cnps.org). 

Have a great summer. 



Legislative Notes 

by David Anderson 

FORT ORD BECOMES 
NATIONAL MONUMENT 

O n April 20, 2012 President Obama signed a proclamation 
designating as a national monument 14,600 acres of the 
former Fort Ord military reservation. The action was taken under 
the Antiquities Act of 1906, which gives the President authority, 
without Congressional action, to grant federal lands of historic 
or scientific interest the protective status of national monuments. 
The President’s proclamation includes a provision that “All federal 
lands and interests in lands within the boundaries of this monu- 
ment are hereby appropriated and withdrawn from all forms of 
entry, location, selection, sale, leasing or other disposition under 
the public lands laws”... The new national monument will be under 
the administration of the Bureau of Land Management, an element 
of the Department of the Interior. 

Since its closure as a military base in 1994, the scenic Fort Ord 
coastal area has become a favorite of mountain bikers, hikers 
and nature lovers. It is a part of the rare central coast maritime 
chaparral ecosystem, and is home to protected wildlife and plants. 
It has 11 listed plant species, including the federally endangered, 
state-threatened sand gilia and the federally threatened Monterey 
spineflower. The unique chaparral ecosystem is a mixture of 
coast live oak, coastal shrub, mixed annual grassland and native 
perennial grassland. 

The new national monument is not only a recognition of the historic 
military importance of Fort Ord, but also a further recognition that 
California’s wealth of native flora and special ecosystems are a 
national treasure - something we already knew. 




NEW MEMBERS 

Letha Albright Chico 

Leonard & Susan Thorsell Chico 

Diana Young Chico 

Lee Edwards Cherokee 

REINSTATED 

MikeAshlock Oroville 

For information about becoming a member of 
MOUNT LASSEN CHAPTER 
CALIFORNIA NATIVE PLANT SOCIETY 
contact Membership Chair Phyllis Lindley 
530-899-1514, Iindley84@att.net 

or use the application on last page 
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by Paula Shapiro, Horticulture Chair 



Phyllis Lindley, Paula Shapiro, back- Catie Bishop 
Photo by Woody Elliott 


W e celebrated the Second 
Annual California Native 
Plant Week by having our Native 
Plant Sale at the CHICO CREEK 
NATURE CENTER. We joined 
other groups to Celebrate the 
Jewel. 

Our sale was a big success and 
we want to thank the plant dona- 
tors, member helpers and na- 
tive plant supporters. Generous 
donors of plants included Nancy 
Schleiger, Floral Native Nursery, 
Lowell Ahart, John Whittlesey 
and more. 


THANK YOU! 





Californ 
Native P 
_ Week 


a 

ant 


April 15-22, 2012 


RARE PLANT 

miS'M'H 1 Report 



Jim Bishop, Susan Bazell, back- Catie Bishop and 
Paul Moore. Photo by Woody Elliott. 


by Ron Coley, Rare Plant Chair 


W ell, we were skunked on both Thornes Creek on April 21 and Wurlitzer Unit 
of Vina Plains on May 5. We found a wide variety of belly flowers. I enjoyed 
the company of all the volunteers and enjoyed the hunt. I want to thank all those that 
came out for their time and effort. At the Wurlitzer Unit it was a little cool and windy, it 
felt like gale force winds. 


. . . check out summer RPTH 
on pages 7. and 15. 



Left - Wurlitzer Unit at Vina 
Plains RPTH, May 5, 2012 
L-R, Janna Lathrop, Robert 
Souders, Robert Fischer, 
Erin Gottschalk-Fisher 
and Bob Coley. 

Photo by Ron Coley 

Right - Hogwallow Starfish 
(Hesperevax caulescens) 
is a list 4 species 
Photo by Robert Fischer 
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33rd ENDANGERED SPECIES FAIRE 


May 5, 2012 in Bidwell Park 


T hank you to 
our members 
who helped with the 
Endangered Spe- 
cies Faire on May 
5: Phyllis Lindley, 
Paul Moore, Woody 
Elliott, Vaughn Har- 
old, Denise Devine, 
(left) Jim and Catie 
Bishop, Janna and 
Nathan Lathrop 





f \ 

WHAT IS IT? 


Marah watsonii 

TAW MAN-ROOT 

Flowering now 
in Upper Bidwell Park, 
two species of this genus 
are known to be in the park. 

from May 2012 Issue 

Photos by Robert Fischer 


Flowering now (lavendar) 
in Upper Bidwell Park, 
two species from this genus 
are known to be in the park, 
a relative to many vegetables we eat. 

Answer in September Issue 
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MOUNT LASSEN CHAPTER 

AWARDS STUDENT SCIENCE EXPERIMENTS 

by Janna Lathrop 


T he 2012 Chico Science Fair was held 
April 4 - 5 and Mount Lassen Chap- 
ter CNPS participated by giving three prize 
awards to plant based or plant related sci- 
ence experiments. An award was given to 
elementary (K-6), middle (7-8), and high 
school (9-12) recipients. Each prize award was a CNPS logo stu- 
dent backpack with a pocket-sized plant press or a hand lens. 

Mount Lassen Chapter awards went to 5th grader Kirsten Kee- 
sler on her submission, “Here Today, Gone Tomorrow” an ero- 
sion based experiment, 7th grader Connor Schademan and his 
“Importance of Coyote Bush in Chaparral Ecosystem” and 11th 
grader Kaitlyn Jennings’ “Comparative Analysis of Various Types 
of Manure on Plant Growth”. Both Connor and Kaitlyn were Chico 
Science Fair Best of Grade Rosette Award winners. 



In addition to MLC award, Connor received honors from the CSU 
Chico College of Natural Sciences Dean’s Award, Butte College 
Biology Department, and Gateway Science Museum. Kaitlyn also 
received recognition from CSU, Chico College of Natural Scienc- 
es Dean’s Award and Omnicron Theta Epsilon Honors Society in 
Biology. 


CALIFORNIA STATE 
SCIENCE FAIR 





California ScienCenter 


Connor and Kaitlyn’s experi- 
ments recently went on to the 
California State Science Fair 
(CSSF) where Connor placed 
first in the Junior Division Plant 
Biology and Kaitlyn received 
CSSF Honorable Mention Se- 
nior Division Plant Biology. Con- 
gratulations to these fine MLC- 
CNPS award recipients and 
to all the more than 500 Chico 
area students that participated 
in this year’s Chico Science Fair 
www.ecst.csuchico.edu. 



Thank you note received from Connor: 

Thank you so much for the backpack. It is great and I use it all the 
time. It looks cool, too. The plant press in the backpack is amaz- 
ing. I use it whenever I go into nature. 

Thanks again, Connor Schademan 



11th grader Kaitlyn Jennings’ “Comparative Analysis of Various 
Types of Manure on Plant Growth” 
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RARE PLANT 

by Ron Coley, Rare Plant Chair ^ jfB] T^T IS I®] HI TOT S5T *1? 


DALES LAKE ECOLOGICAL RESERVE 

June 2, Saturday 

Dales Lake Ecological Reserve & Hog Lake Plateau. Vernon 
Oswald and Lowell Ahart surveyed these areas. Those two were 
all over the Mount Lassen Chapters area. We will be looking for 
Legenere limosa (Legenere) and Gratiola heterosepala (Boggs 
Lake Hedge-Hyssop) and 3 others if we can find them still in 
bloom. We will look at Hog Lake, if we have time, for Legenere 
limosa (Legenere) and 3 others. 

Meet at Chico Park & Ride west parking lot (Hwy 32/99) to leave 
at 8:30 am. Bring hiking shoes, water, lunch, sunscreen, insect 
spray and money for ride sharing. Takes 55 minutes, 50.6 miles. 
Just before Red Bluff, Hwy 99 turns into four lanes and Hwy 36 
goes to the right, take it and proceed to Dales Station, then left 
on Manton Rd. Dales Lake will be on the left; about 1.2 miles to 
Ink Creek Rd, it has green gates. Drive through gates and to the 
cattle guard, there is a wide spot to park. Past the cattle guard it 
is private property. 

We will stop at Hog Lake on the way home from Dale’s Lake, it is 
on Hwy 36, coming back, on the right. There is a BLM sign, is says 
Sacramento River Bend Trailhead and there is a parking lot there. 

MOUNTAIN MEADOWS RESERVOIR 

July 14, Saturday 

On July 14th at 9:30 am there will be a kayak/canoe Rare Plant 
Treasure Hunt at the north end of the Sierra’s. It is beautiful 
country around 5,049 ft elevation. Mountain Meadows Reservoir 
is south of Westwood, at an old sawmill and logging town in 
Lassen County. We will be looking for Brasenia schreberi (Water 
shield), a water plant that has not been surveyed since 1955. 
Mountain Meadows Conservancy is asking for our help. You 
need to have your own kayak/canoe and equipment, lunch, sun- 
screen, insect repellent, and money for ride sharing. The only 
meeting spot will be at Westwood Visitor Center in Westwood. 
From Chico, take Hwy 32 north to Hwy 36, take a right (going 
east) to Westwood. Follow the flyer you will be sent when you 
RSVP From Chico it takes about 1.5 hrs. No motor boats, too 
shallow. I’ve been told that there is good fishing on the reservoir; 
largemouth bass; brook, brown and rainbow trout and bullhead 
catfish and good birding. RSVP to Ron Coley and I will send 
more details, (rcoley64@comcast.net) or call 530-990-1533 with 
any questions. Happy Hunting. 



Thornes Creek RPTH April 21, 2012 L-R, Leonard Thorsell, (back) 
Susan Thorsell, Robert Souders, Robert Fischer and Bob Coley. 


BUTTE CREEK TRAIL on BLM LAND 

July 21, Saturday 

We’re finally going to get out of the valley and into the foothills 
on this Vernon Oswald survey. We will be searching for beautiful 
Lilium humboldtii (Humboldt Lily) and Allium sanbornii (Sanborn’s 
Onion). It will be about a 3 mile roundtrip hike. Contact Ron Coley 
(rcoley64@comcast.net) to RSVP. Bring hiking shoes, water, 
lunch, sunscreen, insect spray, and money for ridesharing. 

Butte Creek Trailhead is off Doe Mill Road. Meet at Chico Park & 
Ride west parking lot (Hwy 32/99) to leave at 9 am. We will drive 
up to Forest Ranch, about 1 7.5 miles, to Garland Rd and go south 
on Garland Rd, then Doe Mill Rd (gravel) 5 miles to trailhead in 
Butte Creek Canyon. The road may be rough you might need high 
clearance vehicles. It could take about an hour to get there. 

LITTLE DRY CREEK UNIT 
UPPER BUTTE BASIN WILDLIFE AREA 

August 18, Saturday 

Come and join us on the last treasure hunt in the valley. We 
will search for the beautiful Hibiscus lasiocarpos var. occiden- 
talis (Woolly Rose-Mallow), it has a big, beautiful white bloom. 
It is east of Gridley on Butte Creek. Contact Ron Coley at 
(rcoley64@comcast.net) RSVP for trip. People from Chico meet 
at Chico Park & Ride west parking lot (Hwy 32/99) to leave at 
8:30 am and head south on Hwy 99 towards Gridley, I will meet 
you on Hwy 99 at the stop light at Richvale Hwy and Hwy 99, 
then we will continue to Gridley and at the third stop light take 
a right onto Sycamore St, it will turn into Colusa Hwy. After go- 
ing about 10 miles, it will be on the right. But if you get to Butte 
Creek you’ve gone too far. 
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. . . more summer Field 


LUMPKIN RIDGE REVISITED 
CHECK-LISTING 

July 14 
Saturday 

East of Feather Falls above Oroville at the eastern 
boundary of Butte Co. At 4200’ an area of this ridge top is 
exposed Lovejoy basalt; site of a 2011 check-listing trip. 
The plan is to survey for late season plants on the basalt, 
bordering forest, shrubby areas and a hillside meadow. 
Come add to the species list and help with another florula 
for Butte Co. Bring water, lunch, insect/sun protection and 
money for ride sharing. Meet at west lot of Chico Park & 
Ride (Hwy 32/ 99) to leave at 9 am, return 5 pm. Leaders: 
Robert Fischer, rdfischer@comcast.net and Rob Schlis- 
ing, rschlising@csuchico.edu 

BRADY’S CAMP SIA 
PLUMAS NATIONAL FOREST 

July 15 
Sunday 

Meet at the west lot of Chico Park & Ride (Hwy 99/32) at 
8:30 am or the SaveMore Grocery Store parking lot in west 
Quincy at 10:30 am. On this field trip we will explore the 
Special Interest Area (SIA), which consists of a large mead- 
ow within the Red Fir zone. Springs are numerous, and Pine 
Creek flows through the meadow, resulting in wide varia- 
tion of soil moisture and high plant diversity. The area also 
includes a champion lodgepole pine. Bring lunch, water, 
insect/sun protection and money for ride sharing. Leader: 
Marjorie McNairn 530-343-2397 

CARTER MEADOW 
July 22 
Sunday 

Meet at 8:30 am at west lot Chico Park & Ride (Hwy 
99/32) with lunch, water, hiking gear, sun/insect protec- 
tion and money for ride sharing. We will head up Hwy 
32 to Elam Campground and turn off on the gravel forest 
road to Carter Meadow and the trailhead to the PCT. It is 
only 1 1/2 easy miles to a spectacular view of the old cal- 
dera of Mt Yana with presentday Butt Mt (Carter Mt) to our 
north, Lake Almanor to the east and Humboldt Peak to 
the south. On the return, we follow Carter Creek through 
several smaller meadows until we come to the very large 
Carter Meadow (6,100 feet elev). Call leader for alternate 
meeting place. Leaders: Woody Elliott 530-342-6053 and 
Wes Dempsey 530-342-2293 



Above Patriarch Grove Photo by Catie Bishop 

ALPINE TRIP PROPOSAI 

WHITE MOUNTAINS ? 

July 27- 28 
Friday-Saturday 

We are working on setting up a trip to the White Moun- 
tains to see alpine plants, and to explore the ecological 
factors that create the alpine zone and the adaptations 
of alpine plants to that environment. There are lovely 
plants, interesting ecology, beautiful skies. It is a fabulous 
area for many reasons and the best road access to view 
the alpine and sub-alpine zone anywhere in California. 

On Friday evening we’ll have a program on alpine plant 
ecology that will provide the background for what we’ll 
see on Saturday. The hike will begin at Patriarch Grove 
and go upslope. It is not long, but does involve an over- 
all climb of at least 600 feet at an average elevation of 
11,600 feet. There are bristlecone pines at our starting 
point, and also at Schulman Grove along the road in. So 
there will also be opportunities to explore the bristlecone 
woodland. 

The most practical options for lodging will be motels in 
Big Pine or in Bishop, and a no-water campground at 
Grandview. The Friday evening program will probably be 
held in Big Pine or Bishop. The drive from Big Pine to the 
field trip area will take 1 hr 45 min, and from Grandview 
Campground will take about 1 hr 10 min. 

We need to know how many people would be interested 
in going, before we can organize. Please let Jim and Cat- 
ie Bishop know (cjbishop1991@sbcglobal.net) as well as 
field trip organizers Gerry and Wes. You can address any 
questions to Jim & Catie. There is a limit on how many we 
can accommodate on this outing, so please indicate your 
interest only if you are pretty sure you would attend. The 
final information for the trip will be posted on the Mount 
Lassen Chapter website (mountlassen.cnps.org) in the 
next few weeks. 
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HUMBUG SUMMIT 
CHECK-LISTING 

August 3 
Friday 

This is another of the slightly new type of field trips (as 
have been done at Lumpkin Ridge and Scotts John 
Creek), with less hiking and more identifying. Botani- 
cally interested folks of all skill levels are invited. This is 
a chance to improve your plant-keying skills in an area 
with good diversity of primarily native species. Roadside 
meadows (dry and wet) and forests will be visited, cul- 
minating with the area of Humbug Summit at 6714 feet 
- the highest spot in Butte County reached by a good 
dirt road. Our goal will be to produce a list of all plant 
species identifiable on this date. Bring water, lunch, in- 
sect/sun protection and money for ride-sharing. Meet at 
west lot of Chico Park & Ride (Hwy 32/ 99) to leave at 
9 am, return probably 5 pm. For further details as the 
roadside stops are chosen in July, email leaders: Rob 
Schlising rschlising@csuchico.edu and Robert Fischer 
rdfischer@comcast.net 



Carter Meadow with Wes Dempsey and Susan Bazell 
2010. Photo by Woody Elliott 



Catie Bishop at the check-listing trip to Lumpkin Ridge. 

June 25, 2011 , Photo by Cindy Weiner 


HAT LAKE TO PARADISE MEADOW 
LASSEN VOLCANIC 
NATIONAL PARK 

August 5 
Sunday 

Meet at the west lot of Chico Park & Ride (Hwy 99/32) to 
leave at 8:30 am. We will drive Hwy 32 and 89 a distance 
of 86 miles to the trail-head in Lassen Park. Paradise 
Meadows is one of botanist Vern Oswald’s favorite plac- 
es for flowers in the park. The meadow, at 7200’ has a 
glaciated head-wall for a scenic backdrop. Elephant head 
and Gentian can be seen near Hat Lake, scarlet gilia 
along the first mile and satin lupine in timbered openings. 
Watch for columbine, lupine, monkshood, penstemon, 
Copeland’s owl’s clover and bog orchid in the meadow. 
From the trail head at Hat Lake the trail climbs 700 verti- 
cal feet over a distance of 1 .4 miles to Paradise Meadow. 
Wear sturdy shoes. Take lunch, water, sun/insect protec- 
tion, and money for ride sharing. Take your park pass if 
you have one. Call for alternate meeting place. Leader: 
Wes Dempsey 530-342-2239 

CARIBOU WILDERNESS 

August 12 
Sunday 

Meet at west lot Chico Park & Ride (Hwy 99/32) at 8 am 
with lunch, water, sun/insect protection, and money for ride 
sharing. We will drive to a wilderness area that borders 
Lassen Park. We will hike about 4.5 miles on an easy loop 
past several beautiful little lakes and open lodgepole-fir-pine 
forest at 6800’ elevation. Leather grape fern ( Botrychium ) 
and many other plants of interest. Call for alternate meeting 
place. Leaders: Wes Dempsey 530-342-2293 and Gerry In- 
gco 530-893-5123. 
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Conservation Notes 

PLUMAS NATIONAL FOREST 

Proposes OHV and Foot Trail Developments 

by Woody Elliott, Conservation Chair 


BRADY’S CAMP 

BOTANICAL SPECIAL INTEREST AREA 

T he US Forest Service is proposing to develop off-highway- 
vehicle (OHV) trails in the proposed Brady’s Camp Botani- 
cal Special Interest Area (SIA), ten miles east of Quincy. Ac- 
cording to its evaluation by CNPS: The area consists of a large 
meadow and stream complex, surrounded by partially logged 
Red Fir Forest. The meadow complex appears to be extremely 
high in species diversity, containing herbaceous plants from 
both northern Sierra and Great Basin Floristic provinces and 
seven plant communities (Holland). The outstanding floral dis- 
plays and lush herbaceous growth are relatively free of livestock 
grazing impacts. Tremendous variation in soil moisture content 
creates a rich vegetative mosaic of color, pattern and texture. 


SUMMER FIELD TRIPS 
to see the natural re- 
sources of these areas, 
are planned for Brady’s 
Camp on July 15, (page 
8). Butterfly Valley RPTH 
on June 9, (page 15). Plan 
to attend to better under- 
stand how future “improve- 
ments” could change their 
natural landscapes. 



Champion lodgepole pine 
at Brady’s Camp, June 2010. 


Advocates for OHV trail development, Sierra Buttes Trail Stew- 
ardship and Sierra Access Coalition are collaborating with the 
Plumas National Forest to benefit local Plumas County resi- 
dents as well as bring in visitors that will help stimulate the local 
economy. However the Forest Service has overlooked the result 
of their negotiations with CNPS in the early 1990s regarding 
CNPS’s appeal of the current Plumas National Forest Land and 
Resource Management Plan. Thus, 
developments in proposed SIAs are 
subject to a directive by a former For- 
est Supervisor stating: ... the integrity 
and suitability of these areas for des- 
ignation as Special Interest Areas are 
to be protected until they can be eval- 
uated for their suitability as such. And 
no development can occur that will 
adversely affect their natural resourc- 
es. The proposed single track OHV 
trails along Pine Creek and on Grizzly 
Ridge are unlikely to be environmen- 
tally benign. Therefore, our Chapter 
and the State CNPS have requested 
that the Forest Service withdraw any 
trails and roads within Brady’s Camp 
proposed SIA (see map) from further 
consideration. 


BUTTERFLY VALLEY 
BOTANICAL AREA 

N orth of Quincy by six miles is the only Botanical Area in Plu- 
mas National Forest, Butterfly Valley. The area was so des- 
ignated in 1976 to protect the rare California pitcher plant, three 
other species of insectivorous plants (common and 
lesser bladderwort, and round-leaved sundew), 
12 species of orchids including lady slipper, 24 
species of plants in the Lily family, nine species 
of ferns and fern relatives, as well as poppy, but- 
tercup, and wild rose. The list of vascular plants 
found here exceeds 500 species. 

The Mount Hough District - Plumas National 
Forest is in the early stages of planning a (foot) 
trail in Butterfly Valley including about 375 ft. of 
boardwalk across the fen near the old fence line. 
Your comments and other input about this pro- 
posal are welcome during its conceptual plan- 
ning. Please send them to Jim Belsher-Howe, 
Botanist, Mt Hough Ranger District - USFS, 
jbelsher-howe@fs.fed. us. The project’s National 
Environmental Policy Act (NEPA) environmen- 
tal review may be completed early this fall and 
available for public comment. 
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by Susan Mason, Invasives Chair 


CHEATOI&AdS 

at LASSEN VOLCANIC NATIONAL PARK 


L assen Volcanic National Park (Park, LVNP) covers more than 
150 square miles at the intersection of the Sierra Nevada 
and Cascade Mountain Ranges. The Park contains 720 native 
plant species and 59 exotic species in or immediately adjacent 
to the park. Some of these exotics are invasive enough to war- 
rant weed management and cheatgrass ( Bromus tectorum) is 
one of them. Cheatgrass is a highly invasive winter annual grass 
from Eurasia. It matures much more quickly than native grasses 
and produces large amounts of seed. The seeds are dispersed 
by wind, rodents, or attachment to fur or clothing. Because it 
dries out earlier than native grasses, cheatgrass can change the 
fire regime in an area especially in sagebrush scrub. It’s become 
a common weed throughout the western states, covering mil- 
lions of acres of wildland, rangelands, and croplands. In recent 
years, cheatgrass began moving into California, starting in the 
northeast corner of the state. 

According to the 2008 LVNP Weed Management Plan and Envi- 
ronmental Assessment, cheatgrass was mapped in 2005 on the 
edge of Butte Lake and at the Manzanita Lake ranger station. 
It’s now also found around Terminal Geyser. A detailed manage- 
ment plan was developed for this specific weed, including hand 
pulling of small immature populations (See pgs 91-93 of Weed 
Management Plan at http://www.nps.gov/lavo/parkmgmt/forthe 
specific recommendations). Preventing seed production is the 
key to controlling this weed, since the seeds are only viable for 
a couple of years. 

As the Park does not have sufficient staffing to work on all of 
their weeds, they asked the Mount Lassen Chapter to consider 
an early summer field trip to work on these small populations of 
cheatgrass. We’re offering this trip on June 16th, with optional 
overnight camping. The specific work site, which will affect the 
driving distance, will be selected closer to the trip date. 

We don’t want to spread cheatgrass seeds to new areas within 
the Park or elsewhere, so it will be important to follow the usual 
precautions of checking socks and shoes for seeds and having 
a change of clothing available. For more specifics, see page 70 
of the Weed Management Plan. This field trip will provide an 
opportunity to help one of our nearby parks, learn more about 
weed management, and have a new kind of park experience. 
For more information or to sign up for the trip, contact Susan 
Mason at 530 892-1666 or email smason908@gmail.com. 


VOLUNTEERS NEEDED 

FIELD WORK PARTY 
TO ERADICATE INVASIVE 
CHEATGRASS 

LASSEN VOLCANIC NATIONAL PARK 

June 16, Saturday 

Read about the threat to the native 
plant stability in Lassen Park (left). 
The work area will be selected at a 
later date when specific climatic and 
plant development conditions are 
optimum. The general location of 
the work site will likely be near the 
south-central boundary or near Butte 
Lake in the northeast corner of the 
park. Work will be hand pulling and 
bagging small plants. Sign-up by 
contacting our Invasive Plant Chair, 
Susan Mason, 530-892-1666. 

PARADISE 

NATIVE PLANT GARDEN 
LOOKING FOR HELP 

by Calli-Jane Burch 
Butte County Fire Safe Council 

W e would like to ask if members of the California Native 
Plant Society in Paradise would be willing to meet with 
us to discuss improvements to our native plant garden and how 
the garden can be a good example for the community. We would 
be happy to have members contact us directly to set up a time 
to stop by that works for them. Our address is 5619 Black Ol- 
ive Dr. in Paradise and the phone is 530 877-0984. The native 
plant garden was planted in 2007 by donation from Floral Native 
Nursery, (see May 2012 Pipevine, page 8.). The important thing 
we are asking is for someone to meet with us to give input and 
ideas on the direction of the garden as a resource for community 
education. Thank you. 
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BUTTE COUNTY FIRE SAFE COUNCIL 


Doom the Broom! 


by Susan Mason, Invasives Chair 



FireSafe 

COUNCIL 


T he Butte County and Paradise Fire Safe Councils recently 
started a new joint Doom the Broom! Education campaign. 
The campaign’s purpose is to educate property owners about 
the problems associated with broom plants and provide them 
with the information and tools needed to control broom on their 
properties. Scotch ( Cytisus striatus), French ( Genista monspes- 
sulana), and Spanish ( Spartium junceum) broom are found 
throughout much of Butte County, especially along roadways, 
waterways and in unshaded foothill areas. Broom plants form 
highly flammable stands of brush, creating ladder and ember 
fuel, overwhelming native plant species and creating monocul- 
tures. Their seeds can be viable for many years, although re- 
search has shown that about 65% sprout within the first two 
years. Hybrid varieties labeled as “sweet” broom are still being 
sold by local nurseries with the assumption that these varieties 
will not become invasive; however, so far no scientific evidence 
has been presented to justify this assumption. 

To kick off the campaign, the Councils have developed a broom 
control brochure (available at www.thenet411.net), purchased 
10 Weed Wrenches which are available for loan, and hosted a 
“Doom the Broom” public event which featured burning broom 
plants to demonstrate their flammable nature. As part of the 
campaign, a “Broom Coalition” has formed with various partners 
around the County. 



Broom pulling session in Forest Ranch 


The Broom Coalition is supporting the efforts of the Butte Coun- 
ty Agricultural Commissioner as he considers banning the sale 
of all broom species in Butte County. Besides removing broom 
from your own property and helping your neighbors clear theirs 
too, there are additional ways you can become involved in this 
important effort: 

1 . Attend the Broom Coalition planning meetings, which are held 
in Paradise on the first Wednesday of the month at 4 pm. You 
can contribute your ideas about broom education, help strat- 
egize about how to develop and publicize the program, identify 
highly visible locations for broom removal demonstration proj- 
ects and help plan future workshops. You can also participate in 
these meetings via conference call. 

2. Learn how to conduct wildfire home and property assess- 
ments, focusing on appropriate methods of broom control tai- 
lored for each property’s needs and available resources. There 
will be a “train the trainers” conference in October to provide you 
with the knowledge and skills to conduct these assessments. 

3. Participate in one of the many January 2013 Community Broom 
removal work weekends to be held throughout Butte County. 

4. As native plant lovers, you can help by offering advice about 
suitable native plants that can be used to shade out new broom 
seedlings, once the initial broom removal is completed. Annual 

rye grass and rose clover are frequently recommended for 
this purpose, but there are probably native annual or peren- 
nial species that would be equally suitable. The plants need 
to be quick growing, not fire-prone, and capable of competing 
successfully for moisture. Also, as many people plant broom 
(or at least don’t remove it when it shows up on their prop- 
erty) for its springtime yellow flowers and hedge-like growth, 
suggestions for native plants that offer similar spring beauty 
and/or shielding characteristics would also be appreciated. 

5. Host a “Doom the Broom” education sign in your yard to 
raise awareness about the plant. 

To learn more about this program or to volunteer your time 
or information, contact the Butte County Fire Safe Council at 
530 877-0984 or email firesafe@buttefiresafe.org. 
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FRIENDS OF BIDWELL PARK 

by Josephine Guardino Vascular Plant Inventory Project Update 


I n 2008, Friends of 
Bidwell Park(FOBP) 
and renowned bota- 
nist and plant collec- 
tor Lowell Ahart began 
an effort to produce a 
comprehensive list of 
all vascular plants that 
occur in Bidwell Park. 

This project builds on 
a previous study con- 
ducted by the late Ver- 
non H. Oswald, who 
in 1986 completed his 
Vascular Plants of Up- 
per Bidwell Park, Chi- 
co California. This flora covered approximately 1,800 acres of 
Upper Park, land originally donated to the City of Chico by Annie 
Bidwell in 1905 and 1911. 

This updated inventory will include making a vascular plant list of 
Lower Park which is approximately 400 acres and the additional 
1,457 acres subsequently acquired by the City and added to 
Bidwell Park on the south side of Big Chico Creek (40 acres in 
1993 and 1,41 7 acres in 1995). 

Friends of Bidwell Park have just posted the preliminary results 
of this study on our website at www.FriendsOfBidwellPark.org. 
This plant list currently has over 925 taxa and their nomencla- 
ture has been revised to reflect the changes included in the re- 
cently published Jepson Manual; Vascular Plants of California 
(Baldwen et al, 2012). 


The goal for this year is to collaborate with members of Friends 
of the Chico State Herbarium and Mount Lassen Chapter of 
CNPS to focus on completing surveys for Lower Park. Although 
not as diverse as Upper Park, many of the introduced horticul- 
ture plants have been challenging for us California native plant 
lovers to identify! 

We will be making weekly excursions this spring and summer to 
the 18 different vegetation management zones the City of Chico 
has designated in Lower Park. Volunteers have been out with 
Lowell, making a plant list for each zone and collecting herbari- 
um specimens of new taxa encountered. We decided to survey 
each individual management zone because of the usefulness it 
will have for planning future invasive plant management in Low- 
er Park for the City of Chico. 

We are very excited about sharing this wealth of information 
about Bidwell Park’s plant species with the general public. Re- 
member this is just a preliminary list, mostly based on herbarium 
collections and casual observations (not on intensive surveys). 
We will be adding new species as they are discovered and iden- 
tified and we will be adding locations for species as we find them 
in different parts of the park. Keep watching the FOBP website 
as we will be providing more interesting details about the plants 
of Bidwell Park throughout the summer! 

Please contact Friends of Bidwell Park at info@FriendsOfBidwe 
IIPark.org or Josephine Guardino atjoguardino@sbcglobal.net if 
you have any correction/additions for our preliminary plant list or 
if you are interested in joining us for one of weekly surveys. 

Lowell Ahart comparing leaf variation of Greater Periwinkle (Vinca Ma- 
jor). invasive species in Lower Bidwell Park. Photo by Carolyn Short 



ENDANGERED SPECIES FAIRE 

BARTH WMJ& 

EVENT 

Some of Bidwell Park’s native and introduced plant 
species identified to park users during the Endangered 
Species Faire’s Earth Walk event. 
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ACaseof 

by Rex Burress 

U ob White stopped at the dear Old Briar-Patch 
early one morning, and found Peter Rabbit sitting 
just outside the edge eating breakfast of tender clover...” 
Thus wrote Thornton W. Burgess in his Old Mother Nature 
tales back in the 1 940’s. The Green Forest and the Green 
Meadows and clover patches played a big part in those 
delightful stories of childhood. 

“Tender clover”doesn’t tell us what species Peter was 
eating, of about 100 Trifolium’s in America. Clover is a 
gentle plant, edible and desirable the world over, where a 
total of about 300 species exist. Clover, mostly red clover 
( Trifolium pratense), is an important plant for livestock, 
and equally important for soil as the root nodules play 
host to Rhizobium bacteria that in turn increase usable 
nitrogen. Clover is part of some complex chemistry that 
nourishes life on Earth. 



Thus it was with great excitement that I finally found a patch of golden 
clover in one of the nine reported sites on and around Table Mountain! 
I haven’t made it to the top-side sites, but again it was leaked that it 
grew along Cottonwood Road. 


Aliens inhabit my yard in Oroville! African gazanias are 
on one side, dandelions in the middle, and a small patch 
of sweet white clover (T. repens) on the end. I loved that 
clover inclusion last year and let them grow, delighting 
in watching bees and insects reap the nectar while the 
pollinating scheme worked for the clover. I searched for a 
‘developmental anomaly,’ too, but alas, no four-leaf clover, 
and the flat leaves shaded out the grasses, leaving a bare 
spot when autumn descended! 

It is more rewarding to snoop around Butte County and 
encounter the 31 species that Vern Oswald listed (14 spe- 
cies introduced), and though the introduced rose clover 
(T. hirtum) grows all over, it was with great delight that 
I discovered a native species that is endemic to Butte 
County a few years ago! I think it was Linnea Hanson, or 
Jim Snowden, who told me about the Butte County golden 
clover (T. barbigerum var. andrewsii) in Oswald’s manual, 
1994, but it has since been reclassified as Trifolium joker- 
stii, in honor of James Jokerst who was first to describe 
the bright yellow variety that originally was thought to be a 
variation of the purple Beard’s clover.] “Jim’s clover” was 
not listed in his 1983 article in the November “Madrono” 
magazine. Botanist Jokerst died in 1995. 


I drove up and down that short road several times, and finally saw 
some good yellow along the fence where cattle grazed on the other 
side. I didn’t even have to maneuver through the barbed wire, but laid 
down in the ditch with my macro! The lovely plant is indeed an upright 
bright yellow, rising a few inches above the goldfields. Both flowers 
are prettier than metallic gold! 

Finding a rare plant is thrilling! You feel a sympathy for its struggle to 
exist amid modern-day perils, and an admiration for its function and 
beauty. It was Linnea who told me about the rare Sedum albomar- 
ginatum, found near Pulga in the Feather River Canyon, and I scaled 
some perilous heights to get a picture. How elated I was to find the 
stonecrop and secure a good photo of it in bloom! 

There’s a whisper down the field when the year has shot her yield, 
And the ricks stand grey to the sun, 

Singing:-‘Over then, come over, for the bee has quit the clover, 
And your English summer’s done.’- Rudyard Kipling 

Butte County golden clover ( Trifolium jokerstii) 
and White-tipped clover ( Trifolium variegatum) 
on Table Mountain, Chaffin Family Farms 
April 3, 2009 Photo by Gerry Ingco 
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JOIN THE STATE 


Officers & Chairs 


imm piLAKru’ triasuri mm 

PLUMAS NATIONAL FOREST 

June 9-10 

by Danny Slakey, RPTH Project Coordinator 

Join us for a weekend of botany, hiking, and camping/cabining 
in the Plumas National Forest near the town of Quincy. A mem- 
ber of the Sacramento Valley Chapter, Dave Popp, has invited 
other plant lovers to stay at his cabin as a home base for a Rare 
Plant Treasure Hunt weekend. Participants are welcome to stay 
inside the cabin or camp in the yard, or to just come and join 
the trip for a single day. We will do a few different outings over 
the weekend, including a trip to the Butterfly Valley Botanical 
Area, known for its spectacular displays of carnivorous plants; 
a trip near Bucks Lake to search for, among other plants, the 
only known California population of northern coralroot ( Coral - 
lorhiza trifida ); as well as a trip to Caribou Rd., a rare plant hot- 
spot with plants such as the Feather River Stonecrop ( Sedum 
albomarginatum ), Cantelow’s lewisia ( Lewisia cantelovii), and 
Constance’s rock-cress ( Boechera constancei). You’ll not only 
get to see lots of cool plants, but also contribute to their con- 
servation by documenting their habitats, threats, locations, and 
viability of the populations. 

To RSVP, send an email to dslakey@cnps.org. In the text of 
your email, please state whether you would like to stay indoors, 
camp in the yard, or just come out for a day. Also, let us know 
your level of hiking ability and your level of botanical skill, as 
that will help us to organize the event to suit the needs of all 
the participants. For those who would like to avoid driving early 
Saturday morning, you are welcome to come over to the cabin 
on the Friday night before the trip. 


Keep up with 



on MLC website and Facebook 


California Native Plant Society, 
Mount Lassen Chapter 
and LIKE US 


facebook. 


mountlassen.cnps.org 
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Join Today ! 

MEMBERSHIP APPLICATION 

CALIFORNIA NATIVE PLANT SOCIETY 

I wish to affiliate with the Mount Lassen Chapter 



new 

renew 


Name 

Address 

City 

State Zip Phone 

Email 


Send Membership Applications to: student , Limited lncome $25 

MOUNT LASSEN CHAPTER CNPS Individual $45 

P. O. BOX 3212 Family / Library $75 

CHICO, CA 95927-3212 Plant Lover $100 

Patron $300 

m0untlassen.cnps.org Benefactor $600 


>: IIP 



June 

2 - RPTH Dales/Hog Lake 
10 -ANNUAL PICNIC 

16 - Cheatgrass at Lassen 
24 - Deer Creek Falls 
30 -Valley Creek SIA 

July 

7 - Jonesville Meadow 
14 -RPTH Mt Meadow Res 

14 - Lumpkin Ridge 

15 - Brady’s Camp SIA 
22 - Carter Meadows 

27-28 - White Mountains 

August 

3 - Humbug Summit 
5 - Paradise Meadow 

12 - Caribou Wilderness 
15 - EX Board Meeting 
18 -RPTH Little Dry Creek 

September 
5 - General Meeting 



